
 
 
 
OMMI presents an interview with Gabriela Lopez, conducted by Carla Sullivan 
 
 
CS: Hi Gabriela, thank you for coming. 
 
GL: Thank you, Carla Manuela. 
 
CS: What made you choose to be involved in media production? Can you think back 
and pick out times that made you say to yourself 'this is why I do what I do'? Any 
particular stories or times that come to mind? 
 
GL: I just was telling someone yesterday that my background is in communications 
and when I was younger, or very young, I think that I needed an excuse to read 
gossip magazines, watch TV, listen to radio, from a scientific approach. So I think I 
got into media because I like people, I like communications, I am, I shouldn't say this 
but it's true, I'm very good in writing. So I thought, well I have the skills and I have 
the interest, and also I have an excuse to go to the theater, to go to the movies and 
have an approach as a social scientist because one of my teachers, I remember, he 
said, "once that you go through this program, you will watch or see anything with 
the same eyes," and he was absolutely right. So, I think that that was one of my first 
points. About the moment when I feel that I, "oh, this is what I should be doing," I 
really haven't had one that is like, "oh, my life is worth just because of this," but I 
think that through my career in general, to have the opportunity to use those skills 
to serve others in a way, to be as kind of a bridge between people, I love that part, 
and particularly, here when I got involved producing TV and co-hosting a TV show 
in Ottawa for the Latin American community, for me it has been a great experience 
because it's a way that I can give back to the community using the best Spanish that 
we can use, trying not to mix the language and showcase, not only the cultural, very 
well-known expressions of the Latin American community, meaning celebrations, 
parties and some kind of vernacular music, but also showcase the very talented 
people that we have in the community, the people that are going beyond the 
responsibilities in the agencies, working to help, not only Latin American people but 
to help people to get integrated into this community in Ottawa. So for me, when I 
hear that, "oh, I saw your program," "oh, I watched your show, you were there," "oh, 
I didn't know about this," that makes it absolutely worth it. It's not about me, really, 
it's for me the opportunity to have an outlet for people that maybe don't have it. So 
that's it! I just love it. 
 
CS: Since producing and hosting the Rogers TV Ottawa show Revista 
LatinoAmericana, what changes have you noticed in the lives of people of Ottawa's 
Latin American community that you would say your show has helped produce? 
 



GL: I think... I don't really think we have done that. It would be very pretentious to 
say "oh, I really changed, we really changed the life of those people," but I want to 
think that for some of the guest that we have had, some of the people that we have 
interviewed, it has been the first opportunity for them to be recognized of what they 
do here, because most of us, older people, maybe not the second generation or first 
generation that arrived here very young, older people like myself, when we got here 
we had to re-invent ourselves. We used to be so-and-so, Mrs. so-and-so, doctor, 
advocate (lawyer), you name it, and here we have to change that. So for some of 
those people to be recognized in their new role, it's amazing. Also for people that 
discover that they have the writing vein and now they are publishing books and they 
didn't do it before, or for people that maybe they didn't perform or did any kind of 
artistic expression on stage in their original countries, and here they are integral 
part of the community, so I want to think that Revista LatinoAmericana has done is 
to offer that space so people can be known and recognized in a way that maybe they 
were not. So, and we are just, the way I see it, we are just a part of a larger chain and 
we are just part of these system where we are involved. Yeah, I wouldn't say that 
our life has changed. It has changed for me, and I can talk about more the personal 
part because it has given me the opportunity to appreciate the Latin American 
culture at large, because of course, I am from Mexico, so, of course, North America 
ends in Mexico, so for me to learn about other cultures, other expressions in my own 
language, to have the opportunity to, well I've been in some countries in South 
America but, that richness here makes me very, very proud. I'm very happy to have 
this opportunity, it's a privilege. 
 
CS: What role does Revista LatinoAmericana play in the lives of international 
students from Latin American countries? 
 
GL: I think that we don't really have a role. I think it would be a role if some of the 
students are willing to work with us, maybe people in communications. I have tried 
to recruit them, but this is not, even when it's TV, it's not a fancy job, it's not a fancy 
activity. The people work for Revista LatinoAmericana, we're volunteers. So we 
have the responsibility of producing a TV show every month just because we want 
to do it. So, some people don't like that because you have deadlines, your guest don't 
come, people tell you "you didn't send the cameras!", well, it's not in my hands to do 
all those things because we are just a little, little thing. We are one of 23 
international TV shows produced in Ottawa, so we're part of the multicultural 
window. So, the students, international students, they could have a placement, they 
could do things, yes, I would love that, they would bring us up to speed in so many 
things, but culturally, I don't think we have any influence because, the way I 
perceive it, and I might be wrong, all the students are trying to stay here or to get 
back to their countries, so what they really want to see and to know is mainstream 
Canadian, Anglophone, Francophone community. They are not interested in 
watching a TV show produced in Spanish that plays half an hour a month on a cable 
TV channel. So no, I don't think we have that kind of influence and honestly, we 
don't cater to them because we don't think that is our audience. Our audience is 
mainstream Canadians, Anglophones, Francophones that are very interested in 



learning about Latin American culture and that maybe they are learning Spanish or 
they have some Spanish and they are interested in "oh, let's see how it goes," but our 
main target are children and adults that are not that comfortable in watching or 
learning some things in either English or French or that are very interested in 
knowing what are the services and activities going on in Ottawa for the Latin 
American community. 
 
CS: Where do you see Revista LatinaAmericana going from here? What is the long-
term vision? 
 
GL: I think it's a very humble, modest vision because, to be honest, to produce a TV 
show is very expensive. We don't have the resources to do it. I don't have the 
resources and I don't know if there's an entrepreneur here willing to put his or her 
money into that. So, we really depend on Rogers to keep the show going because 
they pay for all the equipment, all the studio, the producer that is in charge of that, 
the general producer, the volunteer people coordinating all the crews and 
everything. So, in that respect, we depend on them. Our responsibility is to deliver, 
to produce a show every month on time for the 27 minutes. That means that we can 
go outside of the studio and go to some events if we are lucky to have a 
cameraperson with us, or to bring people to the studio and talk about different 
things going on. I think that our, my goals as a community producer haven't changed 
and I don't see a change those again and it's to use the best Spanish that we can use 
to showcase the best our community, at any level, social services, artistic 
expressions, business, we have a very talented group of business people in this 
region, self-employed people willing to do, volunteers that are willing to put their 
time out there for the community, to showcase those people that, for whatever 
reason they made Ottawa home, because that's what we want to do, make people 
feel at home. And also, it's to have this melting pot from the Latin American 
countries, so we are always trying to bring people from different countries because 
of course it's very easy to bring Colombia and Mexico, those are the easiest, but what 
about Bolivia? And Cuba? And Central American countries? Nicaragua, Guatemala. 
So that is just fantastic, to have that opportunity to meet those people and to be 
recognized in that idiosyncrasy from their country of origin and now we're all 
together here as part of the Ottawa community. 
 
CS: Wow! Thank you very much. 
 
GL: It was a pleasure! 
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